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Social Studies Reflection

For my lesson I taught about economics and how producers and consumers affect our economy and how they are connected. I wanted students to see how people needed each other in order to be successful. For example, if I was a store owner I would need a clothing designer or a farmer to sell me clothes or food for me to sell and make a profit. I created 20 different workers cards to distribute to the class and each one could make a connection with another one in the classroom. I set the students up in a circle for our classroom discussion and activity and this allowed students to be able to talk to one another and to create a web using yarn to show how we were all connected. This also got students out of their seats and have them become more engaged and involved in the lesson. Most students seemed to be engaged in the lesson but I had a lot of trouble with side conversations and students not listening when another student was trying to talk to me. I felt like sometimes the students got side tracked and often looked off into space or would start talking about something that was irrelevant to the lesson and I would have to stop and address the student. However, I felt like they liked the change of scenery and being able to sit in a group on the floor with no paper and pencils and no writing for the first part of the lesson. 

When I began my lesson I first reviewed key terms that would be involved in the lesson as well as the activity we would be doing with those words. At first the students had a hard time understanding and connecting the different jobs but they soon began to understand as a few students went and I explained how they were connected. They would often find two students that they could connect to instead of just one. They might not have explained their connection to the other student the right way but they did understand that they were somehow connected and that was what I was looking for. To make sure students understood the activity we were doing I had them explain to me how their job could connect to another job either in the workplace or at home. This allowed me to give a further explanation if the student does not seem to understand. The children seemed to be very interested and would sit and think hard about who they would choose to make a connection with. After the activity was over I asked students to share what they wanted to do when they grew up and how they could work with other people as producers and consumers. They were to also write a letter to either a classmate or to another occupation that would help them in their career or someone that they could help. The students were able to share their letters with other students or hand their letters into myself. As I read through the letters I was surprised to see that many of the students understood the connection between producers and consumers. They were also able to see how many workers are able to help one another in order to be successful. Some of the students were unsure of who to write their letter to but I gave them a broad idea of who they could write to and I feel like it made it easier for them to write their letter.

The main questions that I asked throughout my lesson were what producers and consumers were and how they connected to each other. I also asked students how each of their occupations connected to one another and why. What could they do for each other? I also asked students if we are self sufficient in today’s economy or if we are more specialized. I was really surprised that students were able to differentiate between the two and were able to realize that people who are self sufficient basically rely on themselves and do not need other people in order to be successful. Overall I felt like my lesson went very well considering I had never planned or taught a social studies lesson before. My lesson was more of a review of what they had just learned but it also showed them how to make connections and students were able to see the connections by the web we made out of yarn. I was very surprised at how well they understood economics and how they were able to define a lot of the vocabulary that I discussed throughout the lesson. I felt like the activity was very successful and that my closure was strong when I explained why we created the web and how it showed how everyone needs each other. I also think that the writing part of the lesson helped students review what they learned throughout the activity and allowed me to assess what they learned. If I were to teach this lesson again I give an example using students to demonstrate how the activity works and what the students will be doing in the lesson. I would also try to come up with a better way to create a circle more quickly and quietly and excusing the students by groups instead of all at once creating chaos. I would also pause during the activity to let students know that they need to be quiet in order to continue the activity. I would also try to make the written letter more specific and give clearer directions for the students.

If I were to teach this lesson to another age group I would either make it more independent or I would have more guided practice.  For a younger group of students I would give the students each a workers card and call up two of the workers to the front of the room. I would either tell students how these two are connected or I would ask the students if they knew but I would be more involved in the lesson. For an older group of students I would give more specific jobs and have the students work on this activity as a class and instead of me asking how they connect to one another, I would have the students lead the discussion and activity. 


When I stand up in front of the classroom and teach a lesson, I always get nervous and feel as if I rush through my lesson and do not ask the questions I want to ask or give the correct information. I want to improve my confidence and my leadership skills when teaching in a classroom. I feel as if sometimes the students take advantage of me and I want to be able to have the control and them know that. The more I practice teaching and working with the students the more comfortable I am teaching them. Sometimes I feel nervous that they are going to ask a question and I am not going to know the answer. I feel like if I research and review the material that I will be teaching I will be able to give the students accurate and specific information that they need. I also feel like I am not always prepared for my lessons and I feel like in the future I will need to have all of my lessons prepared so the lesson will run smoothly and I won’t have to stop to set things up or pass things out to students. Not being prepared for the lesson is a distraction not only on the teacher but also on the students and being prepared and organized is very important. I feel like with a lot of practice planning and teaching lessons, I will become more confident and comfortable in my classroom and the students will have more respect for me.
