Social Studies Observation


The teacher introduces the lesson by asking students to take out their social studies workbooks and their textbooks. The teacher reviews that they will be talking about the people and the economy in North Carolina. The teacher first asks students if they know what an economy is and what business would they open if they could have their own business. The students go through the lesson and are to find the different headings throughout the lesson. This lesson is more of the students exploring the information themselves instead of the teacher standing at the front of the class and lecturing to the students. The teacher gives the students a worksheet and they are to go through the lesson and write down the main ideas, headings, and vocabulary words. The students are able to work in partners and are able to work anywhere in the room they would like. I feel like this allows students to teach themselves and explore the information on their own and is more engaging for them. The goal is for the students to be able to outline the chapter in their own words and also learn at the same time. They are also to complete the worksheet for completeness and accuracy and hand it in to the teacher to check and grade. The teacher writes instructions on the board for students of what they should be doing when they finish. The students will then take a quiz after they complete the worksheet. They will also finish the chapter review test and turn that in when complete. The test and quiz are work for them to complete by the end of the week before they will be tested on the material. I felt that it was a really good idea for students to work together to share ideas and they are able to read through the material and write down important notes that they will be tested on. The students in this classroom work very well together and some students choose to work alone. I like that they are not forced to have a partner because some students prefer to work alone and feel more comfortable working alone. As I observed this lesson I noticed that some students had a hard time figuring out the main idea of the story and putting it into their own words. If I were to teach this lesson I would choose the partners for students who wanted someone else to work with because many of the students choose to work with the same person and I think it is important for students to work with different students. I also would put an example up on the board of a heading and main idea for students to refer to as they are working. After observing this lesson I definitely feel confident in trying to plan and teach a social studies lesson. I really liked the idea of students going through the book and teaching themselves but I would also try to make the lesson a little more creative and come together as a class afterwards and discuss what the students learned.
