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DIRECT INSTRUCTION LESSON PLAN FORMAT
Grade Level/Subject: 3rd grade Social Studies

Topic: Economics
Rationale: Students will need to understand the concept of consuming and producing and how different businesses can help each other and each worker needs someone else’s business to help their business.
Common Core/Essential Standards Reference: 
· 3.G.1.4 Explain how the movement of goods, people and ideas impact the community.
· 3. E.1.1 Explain how location impacts supply and demand. 
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
Behavioral Objective: After completing the workers activity students will write a letter to another classmate explaining why they need each other in terms of economics. The student will explain three reasons why they are connected to the other student and the job they have been given.
Prerequisite Knowledge and Skills: Students will need to know the difference between supply and demand. Students will also need to understand the difference between consumers and producers.
Materials/Resources: 

· One piece of construction paper for each student
· Masking tape
· Markers in two different colors
· Yarn ball
· Learn NC
Content and Strategies
Focus/Review: The teacher will review Lesson 5 with the students about economics. The teacher will ask students what supply and demand are and how they are connected to each other. The teacher will remind students that if there is a high demand for something there is a low supply of the object and the object is more expensive for the consumer. If the demand is low the price of the object is lowered for the consumer. A consumer is a person who acquires goods and services for his or her own personal needs. A producer is someone who generates goods or services for sale. The teacher will ask students what the difference between a consumer and a producer is to make sure they understand. 
Objective (as stated for students): Students will be able to explain how people became less self sufficient in their economic lives as they became more specialized. Identify specialization and interdependence and give examples of each. Students will be able to explain how producers and consumers need each other and how they are connected.
Teacher Input: People in colonial times were more self sufficient because they often made their own food, made their own clothes, and built their own shelter. Today we will be talking about specialization and interdependence. The teacher will introduce new vocabulary to the students such as specialization, interdependence, and self sufficient.
Specialization is the situation in which people produce a narrower range of goods and services than they consume. The teacher will explain to students why specialization is important (Workers become more skilled and people get to specialize in work they really enjoy). The teacher will explain the disadvantages of specialization (Sometimes people get bored doing the same job all of the time. Each person performs his or her part, but has to count on others to perform their tasks.) Interdependence is people’s dependence on each other for work, goods, and services. The teacher will explain that we all use goods and services, both in our career roles as producers and in our roles as consumers. Everyone relies on someone else to support them such as businesses and other skilled workers. The teacher will then explain the activity that they will be working on as a class.
Guided Practice: The teacher will distribute one prepared worker card to each student in the classroom. The teacher will ask students to create a circle and tape their prepared worker card on their shirt. The teacher will also keep a worker card to tape to herself. The teacher will model the game before the class begins. While holding a ball of yarn, the student will roll it to someone in the circle that produces a good or service that their worker uses at their jobs or at home and explain the use. The person who receives the ball of yarn will select another worker who produces a desired good or service and explains how this new good or service will be used and how they can work together. Each student will have a chance to speak and roll the ball or yarn. The teacher will then ask students what they learned from this activity. This activity is to show students how workers and people need each other in the economy and for the production of goods and services.
Independent Practice: Students will return back to their seats. The students will then write a friendly letter to another student in the class or to a worker explaining why they should work together. They will also give three reasons for why they chose this person to write to and why their businesses or occupations can work together. The student will use vocabulary such as producer, consumer, export, import, specialization, and any other vocabulary that was discussed in the lesson.
Closure: The teacher will ask students if they want to share their letter that they wrote or if they want to read their letter to the student that they wrote it to. Each student will hand in their letter and I will return them to the students after they have been read over. The teacher will also talk about how in colonial times people were more self sufficient and jobs were very different back then and will make a list on the board so the students can compare the jobs from the present and the past.
Evaluation: The teacher will collect the letters to ensure students understand the objective. The teacher will test the students on this content in the next lesson. If the teacher is unsure that students understand the concepts of economics, she will give additional practice and assignments until students can show an understanding of this lesson. Formative: the teacher will ask questions throughout the lesson. Summative: Collect the student’s writing and check for student mastery of the lesson.
Plans for Individual Differences:
For Struggling Students: Create a small group of students who need extra guidance on the lesson and what they should be writing in their letters to a peer.

For students who finish early: These students can create an illustration on the back of their letter to go along with how their job will connect to someone else’s job in the classroom.

ELL Students: partner this student up with another student who will be able to translate to them the instructions the teacher has given as well as discussion from other peers.

